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English 3802, Shakespeare 
Spring 1997 
Dr. McDonough 
314F Coleman, X6985 
Office Hours: 
This course offers a survey of the dramatic works of William Shakespeare. We will be reading 
representative works chosen from among his comedies, histories, tragedies, and romances. Our 
goal is to become familiar with the style of language, the staging issues, and the cultural context in 
which these plays were written so as to better understand the works as a whole. This is a 
discussion class, so you will be required to participate in class discussions--but remember, 
sometimes asking the right question is as important as offering an answer. 
Texts: The Riverside Shakespeare 
(In addition, you ought to have a good grammar, such as the Harbrace or the 
Bedford, or the MLA Handbook which details the MLA style of documentation 
for research papers. AND a good dictionary.) 
Requirements: Class attendance and participation 
mid-term (15%) and final exam (20%) 
one presentation to the class ( 10%) 
short writing assignments (30%) 
one 8-10 page research paper (draft required) (25%) 
Each play must be read in entirety before the first class meeting devoted to that play so 
that you may come to class prepared for discussion. In addition, be sure to read the 
introduction to each play offered by the editors of your text. As you read, jot down notes 
for yourself to bring to class--notes that will remind you of interesting points you saw or 
of questions you had. Keep in mind that you will need to re-read most of these plays in 
order to master them. The writing assignments and the oral presentations should help you 
to prepare for class, as well as give you practice for writing about drama. 
Attendance policy: You are allowed 4 (four) unexcused absences with no questions asked. 
However, "excused" absences must be cleared with me before they occur, or (if due to sudden 
illness or emergency) as soon after as is reasonably possible. I will not retroactively cancel my 
record of absences if you have not taken the responsibility to promptly inform me of their cause. 
After 6 (six) unexcused absences, your final grade drops a letter. After 12 unexcused (which 
constitutes six weeks of the course), you will receive an F for the course. Why? This course is 
not an independent study, so your attendance and participation are required in order for you to 
earn a passing grade. In addition, a missed class discussion means information you have missed, 
which usually puts you at a disadvantage on tests and on papers. 
Note: My "allowing" some absences with no penalty does not mean I condone absences. Missing 
6 class meetings equals missing THREE WEEKS of the course!!! I expect that you will use your 
absences sparingly and wisely. Keep in mind regardless of absences, you are responsible for 
keeping up with due dates, and any changes that I may announce in the syllabus. 
Further note: Arriving late and/or leaving early, in addition to interrupting class time for your 
classmates, will lead to your being marked absent. Attend class on time, in entirety, or not at all. 
Other policies: The short writings, papers, and presentations must be handed in on the dates 
due. Late work is severely frowned upon and will result in a lowered grade. I generally will not 
accept an assignment at all if it is over a full week late, unless extreme conditions merit it (and I 
reserve the right to determine what qualifies as extreme). Your best bet is to organize your time 
carefully and to contact me BEFORE the due date if you are having problems regarding the 
assignment. 
Please make an appointment to see me any time you have questions or need help regarding class 
discussion or any assignments. 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please 
contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services ( 581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Schedule of Assignments 
Jan. 14: Intro to Shakespeare's life. Be reading the introduction in the Riverside text, especially 
pages 1-8, 14-23, and note the chronology of Sh's work beginning on page 47, and the 
timeline of events in Appendix C; also note the glossary that begins on page 1919. 
16: Shakespeare and the Elizabethan Stage 
COMEDIES 
Jan. 21: The Taming of the Shrew (1593/94) 
23: Shrew cont'd 
Jan. 28: The Merchant of Venice (1596/97) 
30: Merchant, cont'd 
Feb. 4: Much Ado About Nothing (1598/99) 
6: Much Ado, cont'd 
Feb. 11: As You Like It ( 1599) 
13: As You Like It, cont'd 
HISTORIES 
Feb. 18: Richard III (1592/93) 
20: R III, cont'd 
Feb. 25: Herny V (1599) 
27: H V, cont'd 
Mar. 4: H V, cont'd, prep for exam 
6: .Mid-term exam 
TRAGEDIES 
Mar. 11: Othello ( 1604) 
13: Othello, cont'd 
Mar. 18: Spring Break 
20: Spring Break 
Mar. 25: Hamlet ( 1600-01) 
27: Hamlet, cont'd 
Apr. 1: Hamlet, cont'd; Draft due 
3: King Lear (1605) 
Apr. 8: I&ru::, cont'd 
10: Lear, cont'd 
Apr. 15: Macbeth (1606) 
17: Macbeth, cont'd 
Apr. 22: Macbeth, cont'd 
ROMANCES 
24: The Tempest (1611); Research Paper Due 
Apr. 29: The Tempest, cont'd 
May 1: The Tempest, cont'd, prep for exam 
Final exam: Wed. May 7, 2:45-4:45 
